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some degree justified, by the extreme worthlessness of the poetry.'—
scott.
1. 574. battle-laws, c The title to the most ancient collection of
Border regulations runs thus :-—" Be it remembered, that, on the
18th day of December^ 1468, Earl William Douglas assembled the
whole lords, freeholders, and eldest Borderers, that best knowledge
had, at the college of Lindouden ; and there he caused these lords
and Borderers bodily to be sworn, the Holy Gospel touched,<that
they, justly and truly, after their cunning, should decrete, decern, de-
liver, and put in order and writing, the statutes, ordinances, and uses
of marche, that were ordained w Black Archibald of Douglases days,
and Archibald his son's days, in time of warfare; and they came
again to him advisedly with these statutes and ordinances, which
were in time of waifare before. The said Earl William, seeing the
statutes in writing decreed and delivered by the said lords and Bor-
derers, thought them right speedful and profitable to the Borders;
the which statutes, ordinances, and points of warfare, he took, and
the whole lords and Borderers he caused bodily to be sworn, that they
should maintain and supply him at their goodly power, to do the
law upon those that should break the statutes underwritten. Also,
the said Earl William, and lords, and eldest Borderers, made certain
points to be treason in time of warfare to be used, which were no
treason before his time, but to be treason in his time, and in all time
coming."'—scott.
CANTO V.
It may be worth remembering, as a striking instance of Scott's ro-
mantic idealisation of Border life, that the subject of the Minstrel's
prologue, now one of the most familiar quotations from Scott, was
the jovial harper,' Rattling Roaring Willie.' See note on 1. 570.
1. 52. Douglas. 'The chief of this potent race of heroes, about
the date of the poem, was Archibald Douglas, seventh Earl of
Angus, a man of great courage and activity. The Bloody Heart was
the well-known cognizance of the House of Douglas, assumed from
the time of good Lord James, to whose care Robert Bruce com-
mitted his heart, to be carried to' the Holy Land.'—scott.
1. 54. Wedderburne. 'Sir David Home of Wedderburn, who
was slain in the fatal battle of Flodden, left seven sous by his wife,

